
Healthcare looks to a stable 2016
With venture capitalists eyeing UK healthcare companies, many in 
the sector expect a rising number of mergers and acquisitions in 2016.

UK healthcare companies are taking a cautious approach 
to new ventures in 2016, with fewer than a quarter planning 
to boost investment during the year.

Responses from the Barclays 2016 business sentiment survey 
also show that just over a third of respondents perceived a 
rise in confidence during 2015, while a similar number saw 
no change. These proportions are reflected almost exactly 
when respondents are asked to predict the sector’s outlook 
for 2016.

Paul Birley, Head of Healthcare commented: “Healthcare 
providers are a resilient group and I am pleased to see that, 
despite significant challenges over recent years, confidence 
levels in the sector remain high. Over 38% of respondents 
intend to increase staff levels in 2016 and this is a positive 
indicator of the wider growth expectations that businesses 
are predicting.”

Overall, investment plans look healthy. Around 23.5% of 
companies anticipate increasing their investment levels in 
2016, while approximately one in five has plans to embark 
on or increase overseas trading.

Mergers and acquisitions loom large for some – almost  
half of respondents expect a surge in activity.
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What are your capital investment intentions for 2016?
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How do you see confidence in your sector changing in 2016?

Since January 2015, how has your level of confidence 
in your sector changed?
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How do you believe your confidence in the general 
UK economic climate will change in 2016?

As a result of the wider economic climate, how has your 
confidence in your own business changed in 2015?
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The Barclays business sentiment survey was designed to understand the views of British businesses on the current economic environment and explore some of the challenges and opportunities for 2016. A total of 944 businesses took part between September and November 2015, from across 10 regions and 
at least 17 industry sectors. All answers were given anonymously.


